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Community 
Restored 
In last month‟s article, “Community Lost,” I 
discussed how some folks perceive that there 
is no sense of community these days. If you 
remember, I pointed out there are many types 
of community: neighborhood communities, 
retirement communities, school communities, 
faith communities, families, and internet 
communities. The simple truth is we just 
choose to participate in some communities and 
not others. I also shared that community is 
strengthened and grows when someone else in 
the community matters more than we matter.  

I‟ve often heard people talk about someone 
being a pillar in the church or community. The 
image that comes to my mind of a pillar is 
strong, stationary, rigid, fixed, and holding 
things up. Boy, I hope no one ever says I‟m a 
pillar in the church or community. Actually I 
think the greatest honor someone could give 
us is to say we were or are a tiller in the church 
or community. Think about it, what is a tiller? 
Most know that many ships and boats are 
turned by a rudder in the water at the rear of 
the boat. The rudder on big vessels is moved 
by turning a wheel up on the deck. However, 
on a small vessel there is a long tiller handle  

 

 

 

attached to the rudder that you use to guide 
the boat. 

Think of our churches and communities as a 
boat. We travel together in this journey of faith 
and life. What better image could we have than 
us as the tiller in God‟s hand by which he 
guides the community. I remember those folks 
who influenced me most when I was growing 
up. The women who led cub scouts, vacation 
bible school, youth group, the men who led boy 
scouts, provided summer jobs, built a baseball 
field, neighbors who helped each other. 

 I remember in every tough trial in our lives, we 
were surrounded by our church and neighbors‟ 
support, always ready to lay themselves aside 
for another. That is community the way God 
intended it to be. God‟s purpose, the message 
presented over and over in the scriptures, is 
God‟s desire for us to be in his community. In 
the creation story man was in community with 
God in the Garden of Eden. But we rebelled 



and wanted to establish our own community 
where we could be in charge. The Old 
Testament is a record of God‟s efforts to 
restore people into God‟s kingdom 
(community) through the nation of Israel. The 
New Testament is a record of God‟s efforts to 
restore people into his kingdom through the 
life, death and resurrection of his son, Jesus 
the Christ, as testified to by the first century 
Christian Church. God‟s efforts continue still 
today in both these communities of faith. 

 In the last few weeks I have been studying the 
Gospel of John chapter fifteen and in this 
discourse I believe Jesus may give one of the 
clearest insights into community. He 
commands us: 
 
ñLove each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this that he 
lay down his life for his friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command.  If you 
obey my commands, you will remain in my 
love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 
commands and remain in his love.ò  
 
 In essence what he says is simply, the 
kingdom community is formed in love, and 
God, through Jesus, is the source of that 
kingdom love, which lays aside self for friends.  
 
As we think about Jesus‟ ministry, this is what 
we see, Jesus befriending persons with self 
humility, sharing love, giving them a glimpse of 
the kingdom community and then inviting them 
into the community. Remember the women at 
the well, tax collectors, fishermen, Zacchaeus, 
all persons with whom others would not have 
chosen to associate with. Jesus became their 
friend and invited them to follow him. He was 
more than their Rabbi and master as he says, 
ñI have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you.ò 
 
If God is going to use us to reach our 
neighborhood, work, school and even the 
internet communities, then we must develop 
new friendships; engage these persons in 
conversation… not to convert them, not to get 
them to church so we can get our attendance 
and offerings up so everyone can see how we 

are doing God‟s work. Just simply because 
God loves them and we want to share the love, 
hope, peace and faith we have found. 
 
Looking back I can see how the Lord Jesus 
worked through the lives of many individuals, 
not always in agreement but always committed 
to caring putting other above self. I see how He 
used them in reshaping lives, restoring 
community and building the kingdom 
community.  
 
Looking forward we all can see how much our 
neighborhoods, businesses, nation and world 
need a restored sense of community where 
others‟ needs are as important as our own. As 
brothers and sister in Christ we are called to be 
those tillers, restoring agents which God uses 
to restore community building the kingdom 
community.  
 
 ñThis is my command: Love each other.ò  
~Jesus~ 
 
 
Blessings, 

 

Pastor Duane 

 

 



 

 
 

The Buffalo Run Charge 

of the United Methodist Church 
“One congregation 

 worshiping in three locations” 
 

Welcomes you to worship with us at: 
Buffalo Run UMC 

Fillmore UMC 
Valley View UMC 

 
Sunday Worship Schedule: 

8:15 a.m. Fillmore 
9:30 a.m. Valley View 

10:45 a.m. Buffalo Run 
Sunday School: 

9:30 a.m. at Buffalo Run 
 

OUR VISION: To work together to grow the 

kingdom of heaven by providing a spiritually 
nurturing environment through worship, 

mission outreach, Bible study, 
 prayer and Christian education 

 in the greater Buffalo Run Valley. 
 

OUR MISSION: The Buffalo Run, Fillmore and 
Valley View United Methodist congregations 

trust that God Almighty will lead us 
 in His calling to unite in ministry 

 to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

If you are in need of prayer or would like to 
have a pastoral visit, please call 

 Pastor Duane Bardo at 814-355-2208. 
 
 

 

BIBLE BRAIN TWISTER 

By John Kezer 
From Guidepost 
 

I once made a remark about the hidden books 
of the Bible.  It was a lulu, kept people looking 
so hard for facts, and for others it was a 
revelation. 

 Some were in a jam, especially since the 
names of the books are not capitalized, but the 
truth finally struck home to numbers of readers.  
To others, it was a real job. 

We want it to be a most fascinating few 
moments for you. Yes, there will be some 
really easy ones to spot. Others may require 
judges to help them. 

 I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to 
find one of the 17, and there will be loud 
lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says 
she brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate 
better. 

 See how well you can compete. Relax now, 
for there really are the names of 17 books of 
the Bible in these sentences. (One preacher 
found 16 books in 20 minutes. It took him three 
weeks to find the seventeenth one.) 

 



Vitamins for the Soul 
 

Anxious? Take Vitamin A..... 
 All things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
(Romans 8:28) 
  
Blue? Take Vitamin B..... 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me, bless his holy name. (Psalms 103:1) 
  
Crushed? Take Vitamin C..... 

 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. (1 Peter 5:7) 
  
Depressed? Take Vitamin D..... 
 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
(James 4:8) 
  
Empty? Take Vitamin E..... 

 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts 
with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
(Psalm 100:4) 
  
Fearful? Take Vitamin F..... 

 Fear not, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I 
am your God. (Isaiah 41:10) 
  
Greedy? Take Vitamin G..... 
 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put unto your lap; for the measure you give will 
be the measure you get back. (Luke 6:38) 
  

Hesitant? Take Vitamin H..... 

 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
the messenger who announces peace, who brings 
good news, who announces salvation, who says to 
Zion, "Your God reigns." (Isaiah 52:7) 
  
Insecure? Take Vitamin I..... 

 I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me. (Philippians 4:13) 
  
Jittery? Take Vitamin J..... 
 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. (Hebrews 13:8) 
  

Know nothing? Take Vitamin K..... 

 Know this that the Lord is God, it is He that made 
us and not we ourselves. (Psalm 100:3) 
  
Lonely? Take Vitamin L..... 
 Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age. (Matthew 28:20) 
 
 
 
 

 Mortgaged? Take Vitamin M..... 

 My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made 
perfect in weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
  
Nervous? Take Vitamin N..... 

 Never, no never will I leave you nor forsake you. 
(Hebrews 13:5) 
  

Overwhelmed? Take Vitamin O..... 
 Overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 
  

Perplexed or puzzled? Take Vitamin P..... 

 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. I 
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid. (John 14:27) 
  

Quitting? Take Vitamin Q..... 
 Quit you like men and women, be strong. (1 
Corinthians 16:13 KJV) 
  

Restless? Take Vitamin R..... 
 Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him. (Psalm 
37:7) 
  

Scared? Take Vitamin S..... 

 Stay with me, and do not be afraid; for the one who 
seeks my life seeks your life; you will be safe with 
me. (1 Samuel 22:23) 
  

Tired? Take Vitamin T..... 

 Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 
  

Uncertain? Take Vitamin U..... 
 Understand that I am (the Lord). Before me no god 
was formed, nor shall there be any after me. (Isaiah 
43:10) 
  

Vain? Take Vitamin V..... 
 Vexed with unclean spirits: they were all healed. 
(Acts 5:16) 
  

Wondering what to do? Take Vitamin W..... 

 What does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God? (Micah 6:8) 
  

eXhausted? Take Vitamin X..... 

 Exercise thyself rather unto godliness. (1 Timothy 
4:7)   

Yearning for hope? Take Vitamin Y..... 
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you art with 
me, your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
(Psalm 23:4) 
  

Zapped? Take Vitamin Z..... 

 Zealous for good deeds. (Titus 2:14) 
  
   



Whose Hands? 

 
A basketball in my hands is worth about $19; 
A basketball in Michael Jordan's hands is worth 
about $33 million. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 
A baseball in my hands is worth about $6; 
A baseball in Mark McGuire's hands is worth 
$19 million. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 
A tennis racket is useless in my hands; 
A tennis racket in Venus Williams' hands is a 
Wimbledon Championship. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 
A rod in my hands will keep away a wild 
animal; 
A rod in Moses' hands will part the mighty sea. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 
A sling shot in my hands is a kid's toy; 
A sling shot in David's hand is a mighty 
weapon. 
I depends whose hands it's in. 
 
 Two fish and five loaves of bread in my hands 
is a couple of fish sandwiches; 
Two fish and five loaves of bread in God's 
hands will feed thousands. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 
Nails in my hands might produce a birdhouse; 
Nails in Jesus Christ's hands will produce 
salvation for the entire world. 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 
 As you see, it depends whose hands it's in. 
So put your concerns, your worries, your fears, 
your hopes, your dreams, your families, and 
your relationships in God's hands because, 
It depends whose hands it's in. 
 

  

   

Stages of Commitment  

By Fr. Mark Link, S.J. 

A television talk-show host once said that 
commitment is made up of three stages. 

First, there‟s the fun stage. That‟s when we go 
out and say, "I love doing this. Why didn‟t I get 
involved sooner? 

Second, there‟s the intolerant stage. That‟s 
when we go out and say, "Anyone who doesn‟t 
get involved isn‟t really a true believer." 

Finally, there‟s the reality stage. That‟s when 
we suddenly realize that our involvement is 
going to make only a microscopic dent in the 
problems of the world. And that‟s the stage at 
which saints are made. 

There are people in this world, some you might 
even know, who realize that they are going to 
make only a microscopic dent in the problems 
of the world. But they also realize that the 
worse evil is to do nothing because they can 
do only a little. …Their commitments make us 
ask ourselves, "What have I done in the past to 
get involved? What am I doing in the present to 
make a difference? What ought I do in the 
future even if it makes only a microscopic dent 
in the problems of the world?" 

What is the stage of your faith commitment—
fun stage, intolerant stage, or reality stage? 

 

 

 

 



Law of the Garbage Truck 
 
 By David J. Pollay 
 

A man hopped in a taxi, and took off for the 
airport. They were driving in the right lane 
when suddenly, a black car jumped out of a 
parking space right in front of the taxi. The taxi 
driver slammed on the brakes, the car skidded, 
tires squealed, and at the very last moment the 
car stopped just one inch from the other car‟s 
back-end.…The driver of the other 
car…whipped his head around and he started 
yelling words… 

The taxi driver just smiled and waved at the 
guy. And, he was friendly. So, the passenger 
asked, "Why did you just do that!? This guy 
could have killed us!" And this is when the taxi 
driver told me what I now call, "The Law of the 
Garbage Truck™." He explained: "Many 
people are like garbage trucks. They run 
around full of garbage, full of frustration, full of 
anger, and full of disappointment. As their 
garbage piles up, they look for a place to dump 
it. And if you let them, they‟ll dump it on you. 
So when someone wants to dump on you, 
don‟t take it personally. Just smile, wave, wish 
them well, and move on.…" 

So I started thinking, how often do I let garbage 
trucks run right over me? And how often do I 
take their garbage and spread it to other 
people at work, at home, or on the street? The 
bottom line is, "Don‟t let garbage trucks ruin 
your day." 

 

 

 

 

 



Joy of Giving 
From LIVING FAITH 

"Newspaper headlines proclaim the frightening 
state of unleashed evil in our world: random 
violence, senseless acts of destruction. This 
dismal situation can seem hopeless, until we 
remember the superior power of unleashed 
good. Yes, crime may be on the rise, but so is 
virtue. 

Anne Herbert coined a phrase that has 
become the slogan for a new goodness 
movement: „practice random kindness and 
senseless acts of beauty.‟ Have you recently 
received an unexpected and unmerited favor 
from a stranger, and found yourself eager to 
commit a random kindness in return? Have you 
noticed a small pocket of beauty in an 
otherwise ugly landscape, and realized the 
great gift of hope contained in its fragile 
boundaries? 

In ways subtle or spectacular, the underground 
kindness movement is helping people 
rediscover the joy of giving without counting 
the cost, evaluating the recipients or measuring 
the results." 

 

 

 

 

A Man Whose Spirit Is Hot 
From  Voicings Publication 
 

A foreman in a steel mill was guiding a new 
employee on a plant tour. They came into an 
area where molten metal was being poured 
into huge crucibles. Each crucible was made of 
a translucent material which glowed like fire 
when hot. The foreman took a heavy sledge 
hammer and, holding it in both hands, 
delivered a powerful blow against one of the 
empty but still hot crucibles. Again and again 
he struck, but he could do no more than make 
tiny dents in the huge container. 

Then he picked up a small hammer and 
approached a crucible that had completely 
cooled off. With a short motion of the wrist, he 
tapped the cold crucible and shattered it. 
"Nothing can break one of those crucibles 
when they‟re hot," he explained, "but anything 
can break them when they‟re cold." 

Then taking on the role of a philosopher, he 
added, "It‟s pretty hard to break a person 
whose spirit is hot, but even little things will 
break him wide open when his spirit goes 
cold." 


