
News Around the Charge 

CHRISTMAS is a time for counting the many 
blessings that God has given us. Don’t forget 
to invite family and friends to join in our special 
services during this Christmas season. 
 
 ADVENT: JESUS IS COMING.  As we look 
forward to Christmas, we wait for the coming of 
Christ. We remember his first coming as a ba-
by in Bethlehem, and we anticipate his second 
coming. 
 

7:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 2, at 
Fillmore UMC 
ñChristmas Prophecies:ò The Headmaster 
at the Judah School of Prophecy calls in 
some pupils whose work has produced 
some outlandish prophecies concerning the 
Messiah’s birth. 
 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 9, at 
Buffalo Run UMC 
ñThe Angel Gabriel:ò The impact made by 
the good news of Christmas has been 
blunted in our day because we have lost un-
derstanding of the bad news that made it all 
necessary. Perhaps hearing about it from a 
different perspective will restore the missing 
ingredient. 
 
7:00 p.m., Wednesday, December 16, at 
Valley View UMC 
ñNot so Silent Night:ò Sometimes the pic-
tures we have in our minds from Christmas 
carols and cards are a little bit too sanitized 
and pretty. Jesus came into the harsh reali-
ties of our world . . . which makes the incar-
nation that much more amazing to 
comprehend. 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

On Christmas Eve we are offered a sacred 
treasure. 
. . Let us come to the Light of lights. 
. . . Let us be upheld in hope, peace, joy, and 

love. 
. . . . Let us bow before the manger. 
. . . . . Let us prepare to become good news in 

a weary world. 
 
Join us: 

 3:30 p.m. at Fillmore UMC 
7:00 p.m. at Buffalo Run UMC 

 
A BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS!  

Saturday, December 12 
Continental Courts Ministry Center 

10:00 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

During the birthday party, children will decorate 

and pack gift bags to be given to our shut-ins 
for Christmas. We are asking the congrega-
tions to donate items to be included in the gift 
bags.  

Donated gift item ideas: lip balm, body lotion, 
hand sanitizer, sugar free candy, snacks, small 
stuffed animals, puzzle books, shampoos, bath 
soaps, note cards, stationery, stamps, maga-
zines, footies/socks, hair brush, tissue packs, 
bath powder, manicure set, nail polish, drawing 
pad, pencils, etc.  

If you would like to contribute to these special 
gift bags, please bring items to Church or the 
Ministry Center by December 6. 

 

 

 



News Around the Charge 

A CHILDRENSô CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will 
be presented on December 13 during Sunday 
morning worship service at the Buffalo Run 
Church. Each Sunday school class will partici-
pate. Come and enjoy the speeches, skits, and 
songs the children have to share.  

HATS OFF to the Bell Ringers!! 
Members from the Buffalo Run Charge 
and our community neighbors are join-
ing together to “ring the bell” on Satur-

day, December 12th during the  
Bellefonte Victorian Christmas celebration.  
The kettle will be located in front of the  
Bellefonte Family YMCA.  Those ringing the 
bells are Sarah and Terry Bardo, Nancy 
Struble, Zech and Janet Houser, Gloria Lohr, 
Patti Hillard and Kerry Benninghoff. Please 
consider stopping by to join us as we reach out 
to help others! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD was once 
again a huge success. The Buffalo Run, Fill-
more, and Valley View congregations gathered 
items and packed 171 shoeboxes to be mailed 
to children round the world.  

HOLIDAY BAZAAR AND BAKE SALE Plea-
sant Gap United Methodist Church, December 
5th, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Proceeds benefit the 
Church’s Capital Campaign. 

NIGHT OF THE NATIVITY 
A dramatic musical depicting the night  

Christ was born. 
Indoor Night of the Nativity Drama  

(one presentation only). 
December 14th, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Créche scene on the front lawn of St. Paul’s, 

across from the HUB Lawn on College Avenue. 
Hosted by St. Paul’s UMC, 109 McAllister 
Street, State College. 

 
CROP WALK  Members of the Buffalo Run 
Charge participated in the Crop Walk in Belle-
fonte  at Faith United Methodist Church on Oc-
tober 18. Our youth walkers were Jacob Stem, 
Philip Fenstermacker and Abbie Grove. Adults 
who walked were: Rev Duane Bardo, Bonnie 
Ishler, Melissa Ishler and Dora Lose. Thanks 

so much  to our walkers who raised a total of 
$510.00 to combat hunger in the world. 

OUR YOUTH will be meeting in December as 
Bell Ringers for the Salvation Army at Walmart 
December 19th from 3:00-5:00 p.m. (Benner 
Pike Walmart). Come out and support our 
youth. You can sign up to help that day too. 

On January 16, from 12 noon until 5:00 p.m. 
we will be tubing at Tussey Mountain weather 
permitting. All youth and their families are wel-
come to join us.  Cost for the event is $22.00 
per person. (If there are 10 or more there is a 
20% discount)  This event is weather permit-
ting and we need to make reservations so 
please let Pastor Duane, Terry, Dora or Jack 
Lose know if you are going by January 10th.   

If anyone has any ideas or events our youth 
can help with, please let us know. 

NEW IN 2010!  YOUNG ADULT 
FELLOWSHIP OUTING! Mark your calendar 
for the first outing of the Young Adult Fellow-
ship group. This group will plan an outing 
every-other-month beginning Friday, January 
15, 2010.  
 
Everyone ages 20-40'ish is invited to join us for 
an evening of bowling on January 15th at 6:30 
p.m. at Northland Bowling Lanes in State Col-
lege. Invite a friend to join you! 
 
We will pass sign-up sheets during worship in 
January, so that we may reserve enough lanes 
for the number of people planning to come. 
 
We will decide at our first gathering what we'd 
like to do for March, so be thinking of some 
suggestions. 
 
 

 

 



IS GOD CALLING YOU TO ORDAINED MIN-
ISTRY:  Pastor? Chaplain? Professor? Music 
Ministry? Youth Ministry? Lay ministry: Certifi-
cation? Missionary service? 

Come to the God’s Calling: Listen With your 
Heart event, January 8-10, 2010 at St. Paul’s 
UMC, State College.  

There will be guest speakers, educational 
workshops, inspirational worship, food, fun, 
and fellowship. This event is for 11th and 12th 
grade youth and college-age students who are 
experiencing or discerning the call to ministry.  

Call the District Office (814-237-4365) for a 
brochure or go to www.cpcumc.org and click 
on God’s Calling. 

 

GIRLS GATHERING FOR GOD OVERNIGHT 
RETREAT 

Jan 29 & 30 
St. Andrews UMC  Milton, Pa 

Girls grades 7-12 
Friday, 7:00 p.m. – Saturday, 3:00 p.m. 

Cost: $18 
Music/Worship & Bible study 

Workshop topics: Yoga, Interpretive Dance, 
Enhance your natural beauty, healthy relation-

ship, Listening, loving & forgiving, Girl talk. 
Contact Pastor Duane for more info & 

 registration form. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Caroling, Caroling We Will Go é 
This year the Christmas Carolers plan to be out 
and about on Saturday, December19, and 
Sunday, December 20.  For times and meeting 
place contact Peg Shuffstall,  phc@psu.edu, or 
call the charge office, 355-2208.  
 

Not Celebrate ? 
 

 By Ann Weems 
 
NOT CELEBRATE? 
 

Your burden is too great to bear? 
Your loneliness is intensified during this 
Christmas season? 
Your tears seem to have no end? 
 
NOT CELEBRATE? 
 
You should lead the celebration! 
You should run through the streets 
 to ring the bells and sing the loudest! 
You should fling the tinsel on the tree, 
and open your house to your neighbors, 
and call them in to dance! 
 
For it is you above all others 
who know the joy of Advent. 
It is unto you that a Savior is born this day,  
One who comes to lift your burden 
 from your  shoulders, 
One who comes to wipe the tears 
 from your eyes. 
You are not alone, 
For he is born this day to you. 
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